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T H E following Diſcourſe will recom- 

mend itſelf to all impartial perſons. 

7 It contains deep and weighty Truths, par- 
Wo ticularly needful to be conſidered at this 
time; eſpecially by the People called Me- 

' thodiſts, that they may fully underſtand, 
and thankfully improve the invaluable Pri- 


vileges which they enjoy. 
FF #23... JOHN WESLEY. 
LONDON, Ciry«Roan, 
Feb. 28th, 1790, ꝑ¼ 
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TEMPLE OF THE Lord, THE TEMPLE er THE | 
- Lorp, THE TEMPLE or THE LoRD, ARE THESE. 
Jerem. x Vit. 4. 
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HkSsE words of the Prophet l habe 1 


1 much upon my mind, and I have often 
wiſhed for an opportunity to ſpeak to you from 
them. And, ſeeing that God hath now given 
it me, I intreat your patience and attention, and 
above all the prayer of faith, that Divine Wiſ- 
dom may enable me to ſpeak forth the words of 
truth and ſoberneſs: and that God may accom- 
pany the word, when ſpoken, with holy unction, 
and make it efiectual to our inſtruction and com- 
fort. 


The following « conſiderations offer dender ves 
to our thoughts, from the words of the tekt. 


I. The character of the people to whom the 
meſſage was ſentt: 


II. The charadter of the meſſenger 24 
1 Leah 
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When we have f. 


oken a litt td Fach of theſe 
particulars, let us draw ſue on 
them, as may be of uſe to ourſelves. | 
The firſt thing to be conſidered, is the charac- 
ter of the people, to whom the meſſage was ſent. 
They were the progeny of Abraham, that holy 
man, who had the high appellation of being the 
Friend of Gop: and they were choſen and ſet a- 
part from the reſt of mankind, for many glorious 
and important purpoſes... 
While groſs darkneſs covered the earth, and 
thick darkneſs the people; while the bulk of 
mankind were ſunk in idolatry and ſpiritual 
death; it pleaſed the Supreme Being, the Great 
Governor of the Univerſe, in ſovereign free mer- 
cy to beſtow upon the Jews the true light, to 
grant them the revelation of his will, the know- 
ledge of himſelf, and what he required of them. 
'He became their Gop- and their King ; pointed 
out that way in which he choſe to be worſhipped; - 
and in the religion which he taught them, there 
were numerous rites, ceremonies, and emblema- 
tical repreſentations; but all tending to this one 
purpoſe, that receiving them by faith, as ſhadows 
of good things to come, they might be delivered 
from the ſtate of miſery, which all men are in by 
reaſon of fin; this faith bringing them to the 
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ſpiritual knowledge of themſelves, and of Gop as 
their Saviour and Redeemer : ſo that being ſaved 


from ſin, and reſtored: to the divine image, they 
might all, and every one, become the ſpiritual 
ſons and daughters of the Lord Almighty. 
Nor was it-the intention of Gop that theſe great 
and glorious bleſſings ſhould be confined to them 
DO | | alone, 
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alone "Ne; Ky n ON 11 was his will, lk 3 
all the children of Adam ſhould partake of them. 
And he only made the Jews, as it were, the cen- 
ter; that from them the Heavenly Light might 
_ beam forth, and irradiate the" earth to in une 
n cireumference. 29 41917 ak gloH $107 to te! * 
And to accompliſh this bene nden poſe; he 
placed them in that part of the world, by much 
the beſt calculated for producing this glorious | 
end. For, the land of Canaan, at that time the 
reſidence of the Jews, is fituated. in the midſt of 
the then known world. It is in the borders of 
Aſia, adjoining te Africa, ànd very near to the 
confines of Europe: the only three parts of our 
globe then diſcovered-. They were alſo next 
neighbours to, and had continual intercourſe with 
| the Phœnicians, thoſe great merchants, whoſe 
ſhips, in their wide-extended: commerce, might 
carry the knowledge of Gop over this our weſtern 
world: while the vaſt trade that the Jews them 
ſelves carried on, down the Red Sea; and the Per. 
ſian Gulph into India, ſpread the ſame divine 
knowledge through the eaſt. At the ſame time 
their continual intercourſe with Egypt and Ehi- 
'opia, diffuſed the heavenly light through the 
ſouth. And by means of their frequent diſperſi- 
ons into Aſia, illumined the dark regions of the 
north. So that all fleſh: might ſee the glory of 
Gop, and partake of the ſalvation of our Lord. 
The Jews then had the written law of the Lord, 
and they had their prieſts and ſcribes, as Rated 
preachers, to expound and enforce the keeping of 
that law. But, as all external religion is of no 
uſe, any farther than as it advances the ſpiritual 
kingdom of Chriſt in the ſoul: and as the Jews 
too often loſt ſight of this, reſting in their types 
and 
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ak SER: rc h t . un- 
» ſandiified and impure: when this was the calc, the 

Deity. took: a different, method of dealing with 

then: Ne called a race af men, named Prophets, 

irho had nothing to do with the prieſthood: men 
full of the Holy Ghoſt : men taken from the com- | 
mon trades and, occupations that were in the land; 250 
witneſs Eliſha from his yoke of oxen, David from _- 
his ſheep, and Amos from his farm, and ſo ef the 

others. ; For:I do not find, aſter all the enquiry 
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can make, that there were more than two or three 


of the prophets, whe were alſo prieſts. And he 
ſent pra men, /\wheſe characters We: are; H.] to 
conſider;:;to declare unto the Jews, that all x- 
ternalcteligion isv nothing worth, hen it an to 
produce, wit) in the heart. Lis eG n 

The prophets then were what we call Layzinen, 
— "urs a among the common Occupations + 1 
in Judea, chiefly. farmers and ſhepherds. Some | 
indeed were of the royal family. They were ho- 
ly. men, men of ſtrong faith, fall of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and their hearts; overflowing with zeal for 
the honour of Gop. Men of invinciblecourage, 


delivering their meſſage to the ruler and the ru- 


led, without fear or dread, their ſouls being full of 
love and compaſſion for their hrethren. As ther ® 
treaſures were in heaven, ſo were their hearts; be- 

ing raiſed above the World, they neither feared nor 

loved aught that was in it, except in the order of 

Go. They practiſed the ſtricteſt temperance, and 

were cloathed in the plaineſt manner. : 

Of thefe holy men was the perſon, from hats 
* y:the text is taken. He was called to this 
important work in his younger years, and elected 
:toit from his very birth. When commiſſioned as a 
en by his Maker. he was told that the kings 


of 


ET EE all che: 19 of. the 22 be 2 OO 
him. Here is one obſeure young man againſ te 
. e But relying by faith ton the promiſe 0 
of that great and good Go, oO had . and 


* 


ed him, and ha had laid he would make him 


of his people; he: boldly went: up to the gate of 
the temple, probably at one of the three great 
Feaſts,” when all the people were aſſembled 
ther, and ſtretching out his arm towards that ho- 
by: houſe; he cried aloud; *Truftinot to lying words, 
© faying,: ther temple of the Lord, the temple of 
c the Lord, the temple of the Lord 1 

He repeats the meſſage three times, alludi 
** three different courts for worſhip, the _ 
the inner, and the moſt holy of all. What but 


the over-ruling power of Gop kept thoſe Jeruſa- 


lem bigots from ſtopping their ears, ruſhing upon 
him with one accord, as they did upon Stephen, 
a prophet of the New Teſtament, drag him out of 
their city, and with all: the rage of frantic bigotry, 
daſh out his brains? But the bridle of the Lord 
was in their jaws, and without his permiſſion, one 


hair of the prophet's head muſt not an to the 
ground. - „ 


N. we now then to confder the nature and 


eſign of the meſſage. 
Ihe Jewiſh nm, as 'alretaly ad j was 
all appointed by the Deity himſelf. Their tem- 
ple was built under his direction; it had been fill. 
ed with his glory; andi the ritual was preſcribed 
by him. But notwithſtanding all this, when the 


people reſted in outward things; when  Jayitg of | 


Prqpens was ſubſtituted in the: place of ſpiritual 
Prayer-—Whent the types of the great ſacrifice, 


u: | B | "0 


- 
. * 
. 
* 


29 


2 
a way... , 8 
— 3 8 i 5 TY! 2 8 wk 
dof ab 2 
* Ls vs 


of 


as a brazen wall to ſtop: the abounding 1 iniquities 
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Ang Virtus in dhümſelves, and the great atone-- 
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ment: overlooked: or forgotion-When' the. love 


f Go and man was Put off, and pride, for- 


mality, and ſal f. love were taken up, Gop ariſes - 


in anger. He commiſſions his ſervant to declare, * 
that all he bad commanded them to do, wien 


Ahn abuſed, was no better than dying words. 

This indeed is the univerſal language of all his 
— Thus ſpeaketh the prophet Iſaiah, *:To 
hat purpoſe is the multityde:of your ſacrifices 


© unto me, ſaith the Lord! LAm fult of the burnt- 


5 offerings of rams, and of the fat of fed beaſts. 

* And I delight not in the blood of bullocks, of 
« lambs, or of he- goats. Bring no more vain ob- 
« lation. Incenie is an abomination unto me. 
« The new moons and ſabbaths, the calling of af- 
cc ſemblies 1 cannot away with. It is iniquity, 
even the ſolemn meeting! Vour new moons 
e and appointed feaſts my ſoul hateth; they are 


a trouble unto me, I am weary: to bear them. 


« Waſh ye, make ye clean k Hut away the evil 
« of your doings from before mine eyes. Ceaſe 
cc to do evil, learn to do well.“ Or, accor 
to the wards of: Jeremiah, Amend your ways 
« and your doings! For, if ye truly execute Jong- 
t ment betwern a man and his neighbour; if ye 

« oppreſs not the ſtranger, the fatherleſs, and t 


C Widow; and ſned not innocent blvod; neither 
c walk after other gods to your hurt. Then will 


< I cauſe you to dwell in this place, in the land 
< that I gave to your fathers for ever and ever. 

. Will ye truſt in lying words that cannot profit? 
« Will ye ſteal, murder, and cominit adultery? 


s Swear falfly; walk aſtel other gods: Whom ye 


88. ox whe t pd: comes and tant} before me in 
e * this 


| | . 3 whichie rie by 


Adden uf robbers 


born for my tranſgreſſion; che fruit of — 
<«-for: the ſin of my ſouł?ꝰ o! Heohath ſhewed 


«thee, O man, — is good; and What dothethe 
„Lord require of thee, but: tod juſtly, to- n 


«mercy, and to walk humbly with thy Gon '2« 
Having ſpoken adlittle o tach of the: — — 
lars propoſed, let us dra ſuchꝭ atndluſtons from 
eee y be profitableto durſel ves. 
al plain is, it from hat has been ſaid thas 


all external acts of religion, cdhfidered fimpixab 


thernſelves,:iare of no avail, of, no worth avithe 


eyes of a holy Gon And ſo far indeed from be- 


ing ſo, that when reſted in as the means of 3 


ance with him, are abominable ũ his fight;; can 


not bring n TW rica EO 3 


ation: tn : cov ig o if unt 


Man e thee under che diſpenſation f : 


the! Jean Whoſe outward worſhip was minute 

ted umd appointed by Gon himſelf Then 
of ho much leſs value, under the Chriſtian diſpen- 
fation; muſt all external acts and ceremonies ptoxe; 
Go has declared, that thei times of ig. 


my nar — * 

? Behold Aden Etiave ſeemiit; - 

. <faiththe Lord.: ir cet RED! . ee ee 
Will the Lord?! faith the frophet Micah, H 

g wpleaſed with thouſands of rams; or wirh den 

_ _ "% thouſands of ri vers of oil? Shall I giyr my firſts 
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norance and of childhood art now paſt, and that 
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Huſt and food; pero 
A eyes us fame 
af fire. To him the ſec its of All hear Kr. 
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him 


TE WEN 6 8 | ä 
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5 onde, gi a fow unmeaning geſtures!; While dur 

ſoits;whichhe only e 1 a — ave he 

pride, envy, ha 

dicbntent, and — helliſh paſſions? 

Ney the: word'of-the: Lord is, Bring no more e 
«< vam:oblations!”! Unhallowed fountains can on- 


be dd holy, chat he is juſt to 


wee url 


Wel ark, W off n 


ſeats f uncleannefs, cove 
tred; 


pour forth / unhallowed ſtreams. Would ye be 
acceptable worſhippers, then put pride far from 
you' in:everyithape; and humble yourſelves to the 
duſt. Fly tothe Lord To qeſus the Lambl of 


Gon that taketh away the ſin of the world The 


Mighty Gon: the Prince of Peace. Call upon 


him, and he will hear. Seek aſk, knock; and the 
dor of mercy will be opened unto you. For he 


kath:promiſedun, and he is the Truth itſelf, and 


carinot ye. Lay your deiperate caſe before him. 
Brſeech him to open your eyes that ye may ſee. 


And as ho mah nd weth the Father, but the Son, 


and he to whonethe Sun ſhall reveal him; cry, beg, 
intreat him to give you the-knowledge of the Fa. 
ther in his perfection, 
you to perceive;;t6: foel in your imnoſt ſouls, that 
-puniſh : that the di- 
vineſlaw is ſpiritual,s perfect, ſpotleſs; pure, inen 


orable; and iſthat it threatens vengeance to all the | 


e eee nnd be it ever remembered, 
s.lawiig guarded by all the omnipotence of 
Geb. Oithe blip/etie more than Egyptian dark- 
neſs of ſuch, as expect ſalvation through the deeds 
of the law.  Did:Adam;:when'poſleſled of a-pure 


break this law And can we, 


reurei ſulhiof all evil, obtain heaven by 


———— impetfec&;uaholy, fallen 
md” | ſpiri Its, 


in his. law to cauſe 
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Wark 


w 


n f ages tnc 


liſts l how can ye eſcape t 


t; ſhall enter e mee en ee ber 


fore y you. 8 SE 0 4 61 — 3441143 3175 oy 
. „Boe; if 5e have rectiirtione khowledge:of. the. 


Father, in his juſtice, holineſs, and truth; if ye:are 
trembling under a ſanſe of your dangen and ſpirit 
ual death); if ye. Wee cannoti atone for your 


tranſgreſſions, dr change your impure, unhallow e? 


ed hearts; then are ye A people ready prepared ſor 
the. knowledge of his. Son. Come then; and lk 


to ſeſus, the 8 a loſt world. See! He 
id dove itſelf, and love to you. Hark, hear bis 
heavenly voice. All manner of fin and blaſphemy 


ſhall be forgiven the ſons of men; and whoſoever 
| vo may take of the water of life, and live for 
His arms, which comprehend univerſal na- 


8 are ſtretched out to embrace you. O run 


then into them, and he lafe. Believe, his Word, | 


his oath;-; ſcaled with his blood Receive him by, 
faith, and enjoy the flyation, the full, frees pert 
fect ſalvation of Goo. 1 0 bn 

Mark the pains that Gop'i is 40 to xcall he atten». 
tion of all men from external religion to that 
which is ſpiritual and divine. While ſects, par- 
ties, and their creeds, divide and deſtroy immor- 
tal ſouls; the Lord, in mercy to us, and to the 


world, has returned to his ancient prophetic and 


apoſtolic diſpenſations. Again has he called a 


race of ſpiritual men; men taken, as formerly, 


from the trades and common occupations of our 

land, ſhepherds and farmers, fiſhermen and tent- 

makers. He has fitted theſe men for the work; 
lich filled 


= gr or 5 rower i X "1 
| - C % ee be! Thieves: publicans, and harlots, w 
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men; the x 


this expreſs purpoſe, to collect into one 


1 voMhips: eden of the | 5 "= 
EE cal Lee , Ten Anh . theſe tel c 
cophets,” che .qpoſttes of ie L; 


They are befors us; and hey are raiſed uf 


cburcb all x children of Goo. Nor to brinigihtm 
over to an: pin oh mod to ſoparate tem from aumĩtt 
on chbtwfies, und way of worſhip; but to rect, 


by the grace of Gon, ende dom of ; Chriſt in 
their Hearts. That bei) of Gon and filled 


with divine love; rene ed and fanctified in budy, 
ſoul; and ſpirit; Arminianzand Calviniſts, Quakers 
and Churchrbag Preſbyteriana o Baptiſts, ard In. 
dependents all of every fect may pattake of One 
mon become one! in heart he bbund up in» exe 
bundle 6f life, by the cords of lbVeD however _ 
may differ und Uiſfent in things chat are external 

And true it is, my brethren,” that in raiſing up 


cheſe ſpiritual preachers," ro bring to effect this 


glorious Work, it pleaſed Gob, in fret ſovereign 
9 to ele; call, and make uſe of a prieſt *,of 
the church of England; thar as a — 
under God, he might be unto us a — 
and u guide. It pleaſed the Lord alſo, through 
him, te call two other Prieſts of the ſame W 
the firſt f he endewed with the divine ſpirit of 


fſacred harmony, that he might beſtow! upon. us; 


through him, the moſt ſublime, the moſt exalted; 
the moſt poetic hymns, that the world has ever 
heard ſince the days of the ſon of jeſſe: While 
the third 1, to whom hie gave à voice like a trum 
7 ſhoold e wa the" Kg ot 2 of 3 


Me. Joh Wet +Mr, Charles we. 4 Mt. Whitheld, 
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a Oer permitted e of the cb to Hin 
NY A ai t them, and forced them to become ixinerai 3 
" Apoſtles: And here mark the divine wiſdom; hid 3 
although their brother prieſts in the church og FF. 
thus thruſt them from them; and although eir 
names were caſt out as evil above the hams of all 
men; they ever retained a: ſtrong and aftettibnate | 
attachment to the men who had thus abu fed them, 
and to the church df which they werd members. 
And rhis wonderful attachment has berii in the 
| ee pg hand of Gon, the great mean of en. | 
| t glorious ſpuritua work which we 

5 ee It has kept uslim the / rderi of Gon; in 

1 which we have been called Ahdit appears to 
me, that had it not been for this attachmem the 
Methodiſts would have long ere: this: become a 

diſtinct: body, ſeparate from the church and all 

others; and 1 fear, in conſequence thereof, (funk. 
into the dead formality of the namerodeTotiyarith | 

which the world is harraſſed and divide. 

And ſeeing that the t younger of thoſe holy 

men are now tuning: their faips in the paradiſe 

of Go; receiving ; the recotmpenſe:of their re- 

ward, their works having followed them; let us, 
my brethren, render all due hondur to the ſurvivor, 
our aged father, and to all theſe his · ſons n e | 
goſpel that whilesthey: impart to us the | 
hi ings of God; while they watch over our ſouls, 
a thoſe chat muſt give a ſtrict account to their 
maker, af - the>ooks” committęd to their: truſt; 
let us chearſullꝶ and joyfully hold up'their hands, 

3 to flloningirhem as . their Lok: let 


us 
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"bs! be kind tc e let s love them aso 


bf ic) reward 1 neither whe 3 to * 9 k = 
e we, mitha Je-baverminiftered RE 
1 mrs; ang yet $4 1 A 7 525 Lit AY 1 
Eg Will e. 2 me, ye ſpiritual meſſen 1 
the 1. uy Thar i e a few. 5 5 
dau See then with: 729" holy: calling ye are : | 
end: for What a glorious::and: . end GOD 
mas raiſed you up! Even to ſet. ſpiritual religion” 
before the eyes of all men: to cry to;every:one, 
to men of all opinions, fects; and parties, truſt 
not uiito- lying words; :fayi the temple of the : 
Lord are theſe! TO collect into one ſpiritual 
church, ſuch'as will hearken to the voice of Goo 
through you. To bring them from reſting in ex- 
ternal duties, to the poſſeſſion: of internal holineſs: 
from an opinion in the head, to the love of God, 
through Chriſt, in the heart: from a form of wor 
ſhip, to become the true worſhippers of our Lord : 
the Redeemed of the Holy One, the ſons I a 
rr the Lord Almighty ! - A from 
Let then the dead bury the dead Jet the Bovine. 
liſt and the Phariſee, the Church-bigot; and the 
Sectary contend for ways of thinking. geſtures in 
worſhip, and modes of church government; but 
= wa | bog never forget, that ye:are ſent for a nobler 
that your commiſſien is that of Paul's, 
5 to baptize, bur: to preach: the: Goſpel : "To: 
ng all, of all opinions, to be the diſciples of our 
— the members of his Sons kir low Be zea- 
| — for che, Lord of Hoſts) . 
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"confelſions and thereby turn many to cee el, 
that ye may ſhine as the ſtars for ever and eyer. 
Endure all things! Conſider the apoſtle of your 
profeſſion, who for tbe joy that war ſet before bum, 
ſuffered the contradiction 45 Anners againſt bimſelf; en- 
dured the crofs, deſpiſed the ſhame, and is now ſet down 
at ibe right hand of the throne of Gop. . As his fol- 
lowers, remember ye are the falt of the earth, raiſed 
up by him, as the means to prevent and to cure 
the corruption that abqunds in it: to ſeaſon the 
minds of men with heavenly wiſdom and grace. 
Hut miſerable above all men ye, if inſtead of 
preventing or removing the contagion of ſin, ye 


yourſelves are found ſinners, or even uſeleſs, inſipid; 


and ſlothful: ye are theneeforth good for nothin 
but to be caſt out and trodden under foot of men. 
For ſurely he who undertakes to reprove the world, 
muſt be one whom the world cannot juſtly reprove: 


his actions, his words, his dreſs, his very geſtures 


and looks will be obſerved and ſtrictly — — by 
ſharp-ſighted enemies: 3 It therefore behoves "ws 
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uns Were l 
,. berccforth know w e : 
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come all dings to all men, with s 500d & n 
if by any means ye may gain ſome. 4 
And although I am neither a prophet, nor PX thi 

be a prophet ; yet forgive me when I expreſs my | 
fears, that if ever the Methodiſts leave their ſeve- 6 
ral churches; ſet up as a ſeparate people by exter- 
nal diſtinctions and creeds; if ye ſubſtitute a ſilken 
gownand ſaſh, inſtead of rough garments and a lea- 
thern girdle, and call one another Rabbi! Rabbi! 

then the glory will depart from you, and God will 

raiſe up another-people. He will call other lay- 

preachers; no matter by what name, and he will 

ſend them to call you from apinions and forms: 
they will found in your cars, Truſt not unto lying 
words, ſaying, the temple of the Lord, the temple 
of the Lord, the temple of the Lord are theſe.” 
But Gop forbid this ſhould ever happen! O Lord 
keep theſe thy ſervants pure and haly ! Is not this 
the leayen that ſhall leaven the whale earth? Even 

fo, come Lord Jeſus! Come quickly} * 


| Pongak, W 1, 1790 
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_” «0 | THER of boundleſs grace, : nn 

T Thou haſt in part fulfill 4d ER 

Thy projects made to Adam's race. 

In Gop incarnate ſeal'd: * "MY 
A few from every land | 
At firſt to Salem came, 

And ſaw the wonders of thy hand, 


And ſaw the tongues of Ae 


From thence thy heralds ran 
To earth's remoteſt bound, 

And made thy glorious mercy known, 
And ſpread the joyful ſound: 
They call'd the liſtening throng 
To know their ſins forgive, 

And brought them in, from every tongue 
And nation under heaven. M 
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